
Welcome to Marlboro Friends Meeting! 
Wi-Fi: MFM-guest      Password: welcometomfm! 

Office: (336) 495-1426 
Website - www.marlborofriends.org 

E-mail: marlborofriends@northstate.net 
Minister:  Ray Luther   Cell:  (336) 848-5072 
Address: PO Box 472  Sophia, NC 27350 

Email:  rayluther@northstate.net  
Youth Ministers:  Terry & Paige Linthicum    

Home Phone:  (336) 861-1193    Cell (336) 259-1596 
Address: 6232 Flint Hill Rd.    Sophia, NC 27350 

Email:  tlinthicum@northstate.net 
Secretary: Katie Erickson  (336) 807-6410 

Stewardship 

Dec.1st - $6,092 

      YTD - $241,339    (+17,563) 

  2024 Weekly Budget Required - $4,661.60 

2024 Annual Budget Required - $242,403.00 

 

Cemetery Endowment Donations 

  Total donated as of 12/01/2024 is  $28,660  

(Goal: $50,000.00 that will be matched up to $50,000.00.) 

Jonathan & Kathy Farlow 12/10 

Steve & Terrie Grooms 12/10 

Marie Pugh 12/08     Rueben Walton 12/08 

Naomi Hughes 12/09     Micah Jackson 12/09       Lainey Redding 12/09 

Leah Redding 12/10   Brody Hallett 12/12     Ollie Davis 12/13     Laura Roberts 12/13 

Missy Walden 12/13     Lukas Warren 12/13 

Jenna Patterson 12/14     Gary Wagoner 12/14 

Weekly Worship Attendance 
10:30 Worship – Inside – 108  Children’s Church – 13 Nursery – 0   

Youth Worship/Refuel – 14   Drive-in/Cars Outside – 6   
Total for Worship = 141   

Christ is at the center of  
Marlboro Friends Meeting  

Directing our members to grow in the Spirit,  
To worship Him through our lives,  

And to set an example  
By ministering to the needs of those  

We meet in our daily walk. 

 
Worship Theme 2024:  

“Finding God Where You Least Expect Him!” 
Theme Verses: Psalm 139: 7 & 8 

7Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
8If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you 

are there. 

Sunday, December 8th, 2024 
2668 Marlboro Church Rd.  

Sophia, NC 27350 



Welcome to Marlboro Friends Meeting 
Order of Worship for Sunday, December 8th , 2024 

 
9:30 to 10:00am   Greeting Time - for all attending the Drive-in Service  

 Please tune your radio to 94.3 for the worship service. 
Scripture and Opening Prayer Psalm 9:1             Ray Luther 
 I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonders. 
 
Prelude   “The First Noel”          Kathy Walden  
 
Call to Worship  “Rise Up Shepherd and Follow”      Marlboro Choir 
 
Welcome and Announcements                Ministry & Counsel 
 
Congregational Hymn  #185 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”       Kathy Walden 
 
Friendly Communion Psalm 122: 1  

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” 
 
Offertory   “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”        Kathy Walden 
 
Praises and Prayers                 Ray Luther  
 
Special Music  “O, Beautiful Star of Bethlehem”        Marlboro Messengers 
 
Bonafide Sightings of God         Edith Shepherd 
 
Open Worship  
    
Scripture Readings Psalm 9: 1, Isaiah 7: 14 and Matthew 1: 18 – 25   
        

Christmas Sermon Series:  The Wonders of the Season 
Message   “The Dream Came True – God Is with Us”            Ray Luther 
 
Congregational Hymn  #186 “Silent Night! Holy Night!”    
 
Closing Prayer                  Ray Luther 
 
Postlude   “O Sanctissima”         Kathy Walden 
 
 

Presiding Elder for December – Steve Grooms 
Greeting Elder for December – Tyler Pugh 

 
 

 

Christmas at Marlboro Friends 2024 
 

 
There will be a Christmas card delivery service on  

Sunday, December 1st, 8th, and 15th. You may place your 
cards to be delivered in the mailbox in the vestibule or the 

basket located in the hallway going to the Educational Building. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
Sunday December 15th at 10:30 a.m. – Marlboro Friends Annual Christmas 
Music and Scripture Service will be held in the Meeting Room with individual 
selections, choir anthems, congregational singing and a special Christmas 
message. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Christmas Play – The Christian Education Committee is presenting a 
Children’s Christmas Play this year on Sunday morning, December 22nd during the 
10:30 worship service.  Their next rehearsal will take place today in the Worship 
room at 5:30pm.  Everyone should plan to be here for this important rehearsal 

since there will not be a rehearsal on the weekend of December 15th.  All children 
should plan to be at church on Sunday the 22nd at 9:30am to get dressed and to 

rehearse for the program at 10:30am.  If you are an adult or parent who is willing to help 
with the play, please contact Laura Roberts. 

 The Play will be held on Sunday December 22nd at 
10:30 a.m. during the worship hour.  Please bring the entire 

family to this special service. 



Psalm 9:1 
1I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your 

wonders. 
 

Isaiah 7: 14 
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign:  

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and will call him 
Immanuel. 

 
Matthew 1: 18 – 25 Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son 

18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 

together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did 
not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 

quietly. 
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 

him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet:  
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he did not 
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave 

him the name Jesus. 

Daily Scripture Readings for The Week 
To enhance our spiritual growth, we will be sharing daily passages from the Inter-
national Sunday School lessons to read and study to grow your faith as you spend 

time with the Lord.   
Mon. Dec. 9th – Psalm 89: 1 – 4 & 27 – 37     

Tues. Dec. 10th – Luke 1: 5 – 17                     
Wed. Dec. 11th – Luke 1: 18 – 23       

Thurs. Dec. 12th – Psalm 84                     
Fri. Dec. 13th – Malachi 4     

Sat. Dec. 14th – Luke 1: 57 – 66                
Sunday Dec. 15th – Luke 1: 67 – 80                        

Scriptures For Today’s Service 

 

Today at Marlboro Friends 
9:30am  Sunday School for pre-school and elementary children will be held in 
the Family Life Center where they will be rehearsing for the Christmas play. All youth will 
meet in the youth suite for Sunday School.  The adults will meet in the Pathfinders 
Classroom.    
10:30am  Drive-in and In Person Worship for Adults.  Children’s Church will be 
held in the Family Life Center. The youth will meet for Refuel Worship in the youth suite.  
Infant Care will be available in the nursery.  We will have a special guest today sharing a 
final “Bonafide Sighting of God” story for 2024 along with special music and worship. 
3:30pm  Marlboro Messengers will rehearse in the Worship room. 
4:30pm  Marlboro Choir will rehearse in the Choir room 
5:30pm  Children’s Christmas Play rehearsal will be held in the Worship room. 
5:30pm  Quaker Lake Camp Candlelight Worship Service at the Picnic Shelter 

 
Looking Ahead 

Wednesday, December 11th                         
9:30am  Staff Christmas Breakfast and Party 
6:00pm  Pickleball in the Family Life Center. 
6:00pm  Friends in Motion will meet at Jan Dough’s home for their annual 
Christmas gathering. 
6:30pm  The Youth Group will be having their annual Christmas Party in the 
Youth Suite.  Please contact Terry for more details. 
 
Thursday, December 12th 
9:00am  Joyful Friends  - Southern Supreme Fruit Cake in Bear Creek, NC and 
Lunch in Siler City. Meet at the church. 
  
Next, Sunday December, 15th                 
9:30am  Sunday School for  all ages. Pre-school and elementary children will be 
rehearsing for the Christmas play in the Family Life Center.  
10:30am Drive-in and In Person Worship.  The Choir will be sharing their annual 
Christmas Program with Scripture Readings and Various Musical Selections.  Children’s 
Church will be meeting in the Family Life Center. The Youth will meet for Refuel Worship 
in the Youth Suite.  Infant Care is available in the nursery.   
Note:  The Marlboro Messengers, Choir and Youth Group will not be meeting 
tonight.  There will NOT be practice for the Children’s Christmas Play this evening.    
   

Nursery Attendants 
Today - 12/8 - Geneva Green 

Next Sunday,  12/15 - Sara Farlow 

12/22 - Maggie & Paul Bull 

12/29 - Laura & Kyle Roberts 

 

 



Mission Projects 
 
The Friends in Motion would like to say a huge “thank you” to everyone who 
donated to the Hygience Stockings for students in Waynesville, NC. They 
were picked up on Saturday and will be delivered to the students the 
second week of December. Once again, thank you all for the love you have 
for others. 

 
 
Belize Mission Support – Our Meeting is working on various ways to support mission 
work in the Central American country of Belize by Friends.  Our initial focus will be 
providing support for the Belize Church Food Program. If you want to support this 
ministry, please make a donation to:  Friends United Meeting through Marlboro Friends by 
earmarking your check/donation to Belize Grocery Bag Project or send your gift directly to 
Friends United Meeting 101 Quaker Hill Drive Richmond Indiana 57374.  Thanks for 
considering this important work and please keep the Friends serving there in your 
prayers. 
 
Friends In Motion Mission Projects – The Ladies Mission Circle continues to collect 
one dollar bills with an H, L or F. and used postage stamps. Please give any donations/
stamps for these missions to any Circle Member. 
 
Friends in Motion has Happy Homes Natural  Flavorings for Sale! 
-Natural Vanilla Flavoring—$7.00each 
-Lemon and Almond—$4.00each 
-Imitation Vanilla—$4.00each 
Please see or call Teresa Hayes to purchase. (336) 442-6861 

As we draw near to God; God will draw near to us!  

 

Homebound Members: Theron, Eloise & Carmen Farlow, Byron Farlow, Elmer & Adis 

Beeson, Marie Pugh, JoAnne Hancock, Jewel Farlow, 

Members of Marlboro: Michael Farlow, Judy Gaster, Evelyn Warren, Diane Pugh, Wayne 

Fogleman, Barry Zachary, Elaine Wagoner, Elizabeth Spencer, Bruce Hunt, Sue Pugh, 

Tommy Davis , Luke Thomas, Cale Hildreth. 

 

Family & Friends: Emily Mulane, Jimmy Gatewood, Amber Marlowe, Jill Goode, Angie 

Ellias (Bob Spencer family & friends), Betty Dough (Mother of Bobby Dough), Gerry Zachary 

(Mother of Barry Zachary) Della Austin (Neighbor of Sherry Hylton), Tammy White, Glenda 

& Doug Swails, Joyce Wolford, Wendy Varner Jernigan (friend of Terri Grooms) Janie & 

Ron Mock, Lavonne Oakley, Jonathan Stout (Grandson in law of Mae Hill)  Ophie Timmons 

(daughter of Coach Timmons at RHS) Braeden Peterson (Sandy Rich) Andrea & Jake Mills 

and baby Abel, Mike Elkins (Brother of Elaine Wagoner) Deb Stein (Friend of Jonathan 

Farlow) Kris Ferris, Tony Long ( friend of Bob Spencer), Susan Pugh (Wife of Craig Pugh 

and sister in law of Jan, Debbie and Lisa), Tanya Hurley Trogdon( Daughter of Ben & Linda 

Hurley)  Libby Hyatt (sister in law of Mary Rich) Billy Cunningham, Denise Chriscoe ( friends 

of Mae Hill), Otis Patterson (Stepfather of Terrie Grooms).  Emory Langley (serves as the 

Friends Campus Ministry Student Pastor at Appalachian State University and who lost her 

home and car due to flooding from Helene.) , Western NC, Paisley Chriscoe – UCA student 

– (Cheryl Pratt) and Exodus Yamo – (Jonathan Farlow).  

New Addition to the Marlboro Friends Family  

 Welcome to Lydia Ruth Toomes, born December 2nd, 2024 to 

proud parents Phillip & Bailey Toomes.   

 

Proud Grandparents are Gary & Shelley Dodson and  

Don & Angel Toomes.  We pray for God’s blessing upon this 

family. 


