
Welcome to Marlboro Friends Meeting! 
Wi-Fi: MFM-guest      Password: welcometomfm! 

Office: (336) 495-1426 
Website - www.marlborofriends.org 

E-mail: marlborofriends@northstate.net 
Minister:  Ray Luther   Cell:  (336) 848-5072 
Address: PO Box 472  Sophia, NC 27350 

Email:  rayluther@northstate.net  
Youth Ministers:  Terry & Paige Linthicum    

Home Phone:  (336) 861-1193    Cell (336) 259-1596 
Address: 6232 Flint Hill Rd.    Sophia, NC 27350 

Email:  tlinthicum@northstate.net 
Secretary: Katie Erickson  (336) 807-6410 

Stewardship 

Dec. 22nd - $10,948 

           YTD - $258,690   (+$20,928) 

 2024 Weekly Budget Required - $4,661.60 

2024 Annual Budget Required - $242,403.00 

 

Cemetery Endowment Donations 

  Total donated as of 12/27/2024 is  $30,460  

(Goal: $50,000.00 that will be matched up to $50,000.00.) 

None 

W.S. Beeson 12/29 

Allie Hylton 12/30   Sarabeth Johnson 12/30   Lindsey Sommers 12/30 

Breu Breedlove 01/01   Nan York 01/01 

William O'Brien 01/02 

Wanda Peele 01/03 

Weekly Worship Attendance 
Sunday December 22nd, 2024  

10:30 Worship – Inside – 163 Children’s Church – 0 Nursery – 0  
Youth Worship/Refuel – Met with Adults    Drive-in/Cars Outside – 5    

Total for Worship = 168    

Christ is at the center of  
Marlboro Friends Meeting  

Directing our members to grow in the Spirit,  
To worship Him through our lives,  

And to set an example  
By ministering to the needs of those  

We meet in our daily walk. 

 
Worship Theme 2024:  

“Finding God Where You Least Expect Him!” 
Theme Verses: Psalm 139: 7 & 8 

7Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
8If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you 

are there. 

Sunday, December 29th, 2024 
2668 Marlboro Church Rd.  

Sophia, NC 27350 



Marlboro Friends Meeting 

Order of Worship for Sunday December 29th, 2024 

 

Scripture and Opening Prayer  Psalm 9:1              Ray Luther 

 I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonders. 

 

Prelude   “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”       Kathy Walden  

 

Call to Worship  “What Child is This?”         Marlboro Messengers 

 

Welcome and Announcements                Ray Luther 

 

Congregational Hymn #182  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”    

 

Friendly Communion  Psalm 122: 1  

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” 

 

Children’s Message        Terry & Paige Linthicum 

 

Offertory          “Mary, Did You Know?”   Kimberly Farlow & Kathy Walden 

 

Praises and Prayers                 Ray Luther  

 

Special Music  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  Marlboro Choir  

 

Open Worship and Time of Prayer for the New Year 

 

Scripture Readings    Psalm 9: 1, Numbers 24: 17, Revelation 22: 16 & Matthew 2: 1 – 12 

 

Christmas Sermon Series:  The Wonders of the Season 

Message   “The Star of Hope”                          Ray Luther 

 

Congregational Hymn #233 “We Three Kings”     

 

Closing Prayer                     Ray Luther 

 

Postlude   “O Sanctissima”        Kathy Walden  



Scriptures for Today’s Service 
 

Psalm 9: 1 
1I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart;  

I will tell of all your wonders 
 

Numbers 24: 17 
17“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. 

A star will come out of Jacob;a scepter will rise out of Israel. 
 

Revelation 22: 16 
16“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the 
churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright 

Morning Star.” 
 

Matthew 2: 1 – 12  The Magi Visit the Messiah 
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the 

time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and 
asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? 
We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 
Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the people’s 

chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, 

“for this is what the prophet has written: 
6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from 

them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As 
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 

worship him.” 
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and 

the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the 

star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw 
the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented 
him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 

 

Today at Marlboro Friends 
9:30am  Sunday School for pre-school and elementary children will be held in 
the Family Life Center.  All youth will meet in the youth suite for Sunday School.  The 
adults will meet in the Pathfinders Classroom.    
10:30am  Drive-in and In Person Worship.  We will be having a special 
end of the year service with a time of prayer for the new year.  Terry and Paige will 
provide a special children’s message and then the children will be invited to gather in the 
Family Life Center for a fun activity with the older youth.  Infant Care is available in the 
nursery.   

 
Looking Ahead 

Wednesday January 1st  
 Happy New Year!  May God Bless You In 2025! 
 
Next, Sunday, January 5th, 2025 
9:30am  Sunday School for pre-school and elementary children will be held in 
the Family Life Center. All youth will meet in the youth suite for Sunday School.  The 
adults will meet in the Pathfinders Classroom.    
10:30am Drive-in and In Person Worship. Ray will be introducing the Worship 
Theme for the New Year.  Children’s Church will be meeting in the Family Life Center. 
The Youth will meet for ReFuel Worship in the Youth Suite.  Infant Care is available in the 
nursery.   
Note: The Marlboro Messengers, Choir and Youth Group will not be meeting tonight.  
 

 
 

Nursery Attendants 
Today, 12/29 - Laura & Kyle Roberts 

 

 

 
Elders 

Presiding Elder for December – Steve Grooms 

Greeting Elder for December – Tyler Pugh 

 

 
 

 

 



Mission Projects 
Sleep In Heavenly Peace Love Offering – Thanks to everyone who contributed to the 
love offering last Sunday to benefit the Randolph County chapter of Sleep In Heavenly 
Peace led by David Millikin, the pastor at Asheboro Friends. Donations totaled $3,354! 
Thank you for your generous support  and helping these children receive a  warm, 
comfortable place to sleep. 
 
Belize Mission Support – Our Meeting is working on various ways to support mission 
work in the Central American country of Belize by Friends.  Our initial focus will be 
providing support for the Belize Church Food Program. If you want to support this 
ministry, please make a donation to:  Friends United Meeting through Marlboro Friends by 
earmarking your check/donation to Belize Grocery Bag Project or send your gift directly to 
Friends United Meeting 101 Quaker Hill Drive Richmond Indiana 57374.  Thanks for 
considering this important work and please keep the Friends serving there in your 
prayers. 
 
Friends In Motion Mission Projects – The Ladies Mission Circle continues to collect 
one dollar bills with an H, L or F. and used postage stamps. Please give any donations/
stamps for these missions to any Circle Member. 
 
Friends in Motion has Happy Homes Natural  Flavorings for Sale! 
-Natural Vanilla Flavoring—$7.00each 
-Lemon and Almond—$4.00each 
-Imitation Vanilla—$4.00each 
Please see or call Teresa Hayes to purchase. (336) 442-6861 
 

 
 
 
 
As we close out this season of giving, we are 
asking everyone to save their Christmas cards so 
that they can be made into fans and notecards for 
the children and sent in our shoeboxes next year. 
Please place any used Christmas cards that you 
would like to donate for us to repurpose in the 
Operation Christmas Child totebox in the 
vestibule. 

As we draw near to God; God will draw near to us!  

 

Homebound Members: Theron, Eloise & Carmen Farlow, Byron Farlow, Elmer 

& Adis Beeson, Marie Pugh, JoAnne Hancock, Jewel Farlow, 

Members of Marlboro: Michael Farlow, Judy Gaster, Evelyn Warren, Diane 

Pugh, Wayne Fogleman, Barry Zachary, Elaine Wagoner, Elizabeth Spencer, 

Bruce Hunt, Sue Pugh, Tommy Davis , Luke Thomas, Cale Hildreth. 

 

Family & Friends: Emily Mulane, Jimmy Gatewood, Amber Marlowe, Jill Goode, 

Angie Ellias (Bob Spencer family & friends), Betty Dough (Mother of Bobby 

Dough), Gerry Zachary (Mother of Barry Zachary) Della Austin (Neighbor of 

Sherry Hylton), Tammy White, Glenda & Doug Swails, Joyce Wolford, Wendy 

Varner Jernigan (friend of Terri Grooms) Janie & Ron Mock, Lavonne Oakley, 

Jonathan Stout (Grandson in law of Mae Hill)  Ophie Timmons (daughter of 

Coach Timmons at RHS) Braeden Peterson (Sandy Rich) Andrea & Jake Mills 

and baby Abel, Mike Elkins (Brother of Elaine Wagoner) Deb Stein (Friend of 

Jonathan Farlow) Kris Ferris, Tony Long ( friend of Bob Spencer), Susan Pugh 

(Wife of Craig Pugh and sister in law of Jan, Debbie and Lisa), Tanya Hurley 

Trogdon( Daughter of Ben & Linda Hurley)  Libby Hyatt (sister in law of Mary 

Rich) Billy Cunningham, Denise Chriscoe ( friends of Mae Hill), Otis Patterson 

(Stepfather of Terrie Grooms).  Emory Langley (serves as the Friends Campus 

Ministry Student Pastor at Appalachian State University and who lost her home 

and car due to flooding from Helene.) , Western NC, Paisley Chriscoe – UCA 

student – (Cheryl Pratt) and Exodus Yamo – (Jonathan Farlow).  Rose Inman 

( mother of Michelle Myers) 

Daily Scripture Readings for The Week 
To enhance our spiritual growth, we will be sharing daily passages from the Inter-
national Sunday School lessons to read and study to grow your faith as you spend 

time with the Lord.   
Mon. Dec. 30th – Revelation 11: 14 – 19        

Tues. Dec. 31st – Psalm 9: 1 – 9                         
Wed. Jan. 1st – Psalm 9: 10 – 20  

Thurs. Jan. 2nd – 1st Timothy 1: 12 – 17                         
Fri. Jan. 3rd – 1st Timothy 6: 11 – 16  

Sat. Jan. 4th – Psalm 10: 1 – 11                   
Sunday Jan. 5th – Psalm 10: 12 – 18                            


